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lay before the publick the project which I have formed,
and matured by long consideration, for the institution of a
society of commentators upon this inscription.

I humbly propose, that thirty of the most distinguished
genius be chosen for this employment, half from the inns
of court, and half from the army, and be incorporated into
a society for five years, under the name of the Society of
Commentators.

That great undertakings can only be executed by a great
number of hands, is too evident to require any proof; and,
I am afraid, all that read this scheme will think, that it is
chiefly defective in this respect, and that when they reflect
how many commissaries were thought necessary at Seville,
and that even their negotiations entirely miscarried, pro*
bably for want of more associates, they will conclude, that
I have proposed impossibilities, and that the ends of the
institution will be defeated by an injudicious and ill timed
frugality.

But if it be considered, how well the persons, I recom-
mend, must have been qualified, by their education and
profession, for the provinces assigned them, the objection
will grow less weighty than it appears. It is well known
to be the constant study of the lawyers to discover, in acts
of parliament, meanings which escaped the committees
that drew them up, and the senates that passed them into
laws, and to explain wills, into a sense wholly contrary to
the intention of the testator. How easily may an adept
in these admirable and useful arts, penetrate into the most
hidden import of this prediction ? A, man, accustomed to
satisfy himself with the obvious and natural meaning of a
sentence, does not easily shake off his habit; but a true-
bred lawyer never contents himself with one sense, when
there is another to be found.

Nor will the beneficial consequences of this scheme ter-
minate in the explication of this monument: they will ex-
tend much further; for the commentators, having sharpened
and improved their sagacity by this long and difficult course